
Town ofActon
Commissionon Disability
Minutes
July 14, 2011
Acton Town Hall, Room 204
7:00pm

Members Present: Danny Factor, Treasurer,Lisa Franidin,Chair,JoyKohout, WenLi
andBrendaViola, Secretary.
AssociateMember: John Brako
Guests:FrankRamsbottom,Building Commissioner,NadiaFranciscono;CarolReich
andLourdnieBums,Nursinggraduatestudentsfrom RegisCollege;CarolynKilpatrick,
TrusteeandMaureenMcHugh,PresidentoftheActonWomen’sClub.

Meetingwascalledto orderby Chair,LisaFranklinat 7:00 pm.

Documents:
Acton Women’sClub Proposalto AAB in responseto TimeVariance.To beplacedon
Docushare.

Minutesfrom June
9

th wereapprovedwith corrections.

For TheRecord:
Miracle LeagueField: The RecreationDepartmentis building aspecialfield at NARA
Park.PlaygroundattheMemOrialLibrary: Kathy hasa lot of interestto re-dothe
playground.Sheis going to researchuniversaldesigns.
COD MemberList: It will be updatedanddistributedto membersbe email.
Acton ResourceList: List wasdistributedto members.
HB 2183(COD useofHP parkingviolation fees):Tableduntil Septembermeeting.
ABFM (Acton-BoxboroFarmer’sMarket)takesSNAP(FoodStamps)
AAB Hearingfor ExchangeHall onJuly25~”at 4:00pm
Minute Van: Lisawrotealetterof supportto theBOS. Approvedandaccepted
unanimously.

Topics:
Follow up onAccessibilityat Tailgator’sGrille, Midas,PedalPower,SavouryLane,
SachemLane,Sorrentos’Plaza.:
Tailgator ‘s Grille andPedalPowerPlaza:Frankhasthenameoftheplazaowner.
Severalaccessibilityissuesandbarriersarepresent:Thereareno Vanaccessiblespaces,
no HP parkingsignage,no markedaccessaisles,PedalPower’sbikemerchandise
blockingcurb cuts,andcigarettedisposaltrashcanandbenchesblocking sidewalk.Frank
will contacttheplazaowner.Dannywill follow up with Frankin thebeginningof
September.Updateis anagendaitemfor Septembermeeting.
Midas:Built in early‘90’s . Unlesstheydo morerenovations,theaccessibilityissues
haveto wait beforetheyareexpectedto makethosechanges.Howeverif theydo re-



stripetheparkinglot thenwecanrequesttheHP spacebemoved.Until thenwecan
continueto askemployeesorconstructionworkersnot to park in theHP space.
SavouryLane: Theownertriedto fix thepavementfrom theparkinglot to theentrance.
Therepairsresultedin a steepgradewhichwill haveto befixed. Also, thebathroom
changesstill needto be done.Frankwill follow up with theowner.
SachemLane: Tabled.
Sorrento‘s Plaza:Tabled.
Moodz:Suggestionwasmadeto write a letter from theCOD to requestanHP space.If in
fact15 carsareillegally parkedin thelot, thenMoodzis in violationandisrequiredto
haveanHP space.Anothersuggestionwasmadeto writea letterto thestateofthis
violationbutall felt this maybetoo premature.First, Frankwill find out howmany
spacesandcarsareparkedin their lot. Dannywill reportat ournextmeeting.

ActonWomen’sClub:
GuestsCarolynKilpatrick, TrusteeandMaureenMcHugh,PresidentoftheActon
Women’sClubpresentedtheir responseto theAAB’s decisionon thetimevariance.
Theybeganby reviewingtheirApplicationFor Variance(Docushare).Uponthedecision
oftheAAB Boardto theirapplication,theWomen’sClubwasrequestedto submita
timelineto theBoard.Theypresentedtheirshortandlong termplan.Thedetailedletter
to theAAB will be uploadedonDocushare.Highlightsofthe letterareasfollows:

1. Fix the outsideentrancewith araisedwalkway thatwill be completedby 2012.
Constructionto beginnextmonth.

2. A movie camerainstalledfor meetingsheld on the2~’floor by 2013.Acton Cable
mayhelpthem.

3. Continuoushandrailsinstalledto the2~floor by 2014.
4. Remodelingtheexistingbathroomto full accessibilityby 2015.
5. Wideningthe kitchendoorwayandrelocatingthedoorby 2015.
6. Building an additionto includeawheelchairlift andrelocationoftheaccessible

bathroomby 2023.

Thetime varianceandresultingtimelinestemfrom financialburdenson theClub. Their
planis to useCommunityPreservationAct Grantfor thisupcomingyear. We askedif
theycanapplyfortheCPA fundsin following years.Their responsewasthatthis is a
timeintenseprocessthat theycouldnotundergofor thefollowing year.Overall,their
goal is to maketheirbuilding fully accessible.TheWomen’sClub is submittedthis letter
to theAAB by tomorrow.

We askedhowtheCOD couldhelp. Questionwasraisedif someofCOD’s moneycould
be usedto assistwith therenovations.

Joybroughtup theproblemoflackofHPparkingwhichhasbeena long standingissue
sincetheWomen’sClub hasnoparkinglot andlimited on streetparking.Suggestions
weremadefor valetparking,designatedHP spacein front ofbuilding, useofMinuteVan,
andaregularride system.



Frank,DannyandLisawill meet(dateTBA) to draftcommentsfor AAB in responseto
ActonWomen’sClub. All agreedto givepowerto LisaandDannyto draft commentsto
besentby email to Tom HopkinsatAAB.

Dining Guide: Brendaobtainedalist ofrestaurantsfrom theHealthDepartment.List
doesnot includenamesofrestaurantorpropertyowners.Brendawill getmore
information.

Letterto Dr. Mills: Dannypresenteddraft ofletter. Suggestedletterbeaddressedto Dr.
Mills andcopiedto SchoolCommittee.

Acton-Boxboro Farmer’s Market: COD tableonJuly3l~.Lisawill contactBCIL,
MOD andDPPS(DisabledPerson’sProtectionServices)for updatedliterature.

DocushareTutorial: Frankdistributedcoversheetsto useatTownHall copiers.Heis
willing to helpanytimewestopby hisoffice. DannyandWento meetwith Kaitlin
Downerfor atutorial in docushare.Frankexplainedhowto view Docushareitemsvia the
Townwebsite.Goto: DocumentManagementSystem,click on PublicMeetings,click on
COD, andchoosea folder.

NewProjects: Fire Station, PCA Presentation,ActonNurse’s workshop, resource
files9cautionaryguidelines,Dunkin Donuts certificate and article. Tabled.

EmergencyEvacuationPlans: “Table Top Exercise”on July
26

th, TownHall, room
204.

Goals and Barriers for Committee Chairs: Lisawill senda list by email for comment
andadditions.

Agendafor NextMeeting:Discussedandmadealist of topicsfor August
11

th~

ADA Celebration Trip (nextyear in Jerusalemwith Acton Recreational
Department?): MassachusettsStatewideIndependentLiving Council Celebratethe

21
St

AnniversaryoftheADA at DunnPond StatePark in Gardneron July 22~from 11amto
3pm.Lisa andDannyplanto attend.

Meetingwasadjournedat 9:20 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


